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giftes: to a free man a great some of money, to a serving1 man free-
dome : and to them bothe forgevenes and pardone of that they were of
counsel! in that pretence. So that It can never be so good for them to
go forewarde in their evyll purpose, as "by repentaunce to tourne
backe. This is the lawe and order In this behalfe, as I have shewed
you. Wherein what hunianitie is used, howe farre it is frome crueltie,
and howe commodyous it is, you do playneh-e perceave: For asmtiche
as the ende of their wrath and punyshemente intendeth nothvnge elles,
but the destruction of vices, and savynge of menne: wyth so usynge,
and ordering- them, that they can clmse but be good, and what harme
so ever they did before, in the resid'ewe of tlieyr life to make amendes
for the same.
Moreover it is so Htle feared, that they shoulde tourne againe to
their vicious conditions, that wayefaringe men wyll for their save-
garde chuse them to theyr guydes before any other, in every sheire
chaunging and taking new. For if they would committe robbery, they
have nothinge aboute them rneate for that purpose. They may touch,
no weapons: money founde aboute them shoulde betraie the robbery.
They shoulde be no sooner taken with the maner, but forthwith they
shoulde be punished. Neither they can have any hope at all to skape
awaye by flienge. For howe should a man, that in no parte of his ap-
parel! is like other men, five prevelie and unl:no\ven, onles he woulde
runne awaye naked? Howebeit so also fryinge he shoulde be discrived
by the roundyng of his heade, and his eare marke. But it is a thinge
to be doubted, that they will lave theyr lieddes together, and conspire
againste the weale publlque. No no I warrante you. For the serv}rng"
man of one sheire alone coulde never hoope to bringe to passe such an
enterprise, without sollicitinge, entysinge, and allurynge the servinge
men of manye other shieres to take their partes. Whiche thinge is
to them so impossible, that they niaye not as much as speake or talke
togethers? or salute one an other.
No, it is not to be thoughte that they woulde make theyr owne
countreymen and companions of their counsell in suche a matter,
which they knowe well should be jeopardie to the concelour thereof,
and great commoditie and' goodnes to the opener and detectour of the
same. Whereas on the other parte, there is none of them all hopeles
or in dispaire to recover againe his former estate of fredome, by hum-
ble obedience, by paciente surlringe, and by gevmg" good tokens and
likelyhoode of himselfe, that he wyll ever after that, lyve like a trewe
and an honest man. For every e yeare divers of them be restored to
their freedome: throughe the commendation of their patience.
When I had thus spoken, sayinge moreover that I coulde see no
cause why this ordre might not be had in Englande with muche more
profyte, then the Justice whiche the lawyer so heighly praysed': Naye,
quod the lawier, this coulde never be so stablyshed in Englande, but